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Make the most of your visit 
by starting at Independence 
Visitor Center, 6th & Market 

streets. Learn how to visit 
Independence Hall,  speak 

with friendly staff for free trip 
planning advice; explore things 
to do on digital installations; and 
purchase discounted tickets for 
local attractions and tours. After 
starting here, you’ll know what 

to do, where to go and how to get 
there!  phlvisitorcenter.comphlvisitorcenter.com

The Historic Philadelphia Gazette,  is a joint venture of Historic Philadelphia, Inc., the Philadelphia Visitor Center Corporation and the National Constitution Center. If you have questions or need more information about historical sites in 
Philadelphia and its countryside, call (800) 537-7676 or visit phlvisitorcenter.com.  Historic Philadelphia, Inc. makes our nation’s history relevant, real, and fun by enlivening historic sites through storytelling, interactions, and education. HPI 

operates, maintains, and improves the Betsy Ross House, Once Upon A Nation storytelling and immersive walking tours, and Franklin Square. For all Historic Philadelphia, Inc. event information or to buy tickets online, visit historicphiladelphia.org.

JANUARY 3
Science History Institute, Stories of 
Science:  Last Bite of School Lunch, 10 
a.m. – 5 p.m.: Savor the science behind 
school lunches with interactive exhibits and 
themed tours at 11:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. FREE. 
sciencehistory.org
Athenaeum of Philadelphia, Firstival, 
11 a.m. – 1 p.m.:  Celebrate America’s 250th 
birthday and the 1793 first hydrogen balloon 
launch with storytelling by Once Upon A Nation 
and interactive fun for the whole family. See 
p. 2 for more about 52 Weeks of Firsts. FREE. 
philaathenaeum.org

JANUARY 4
Independence Blue Cross RiverRink 
Winterfest, Storytime in the Lodge 
& Character Skate, 2-4 p.m.: Enjoy an 
afternoon of magical moments, cozy stories 
and ice skating with your favorite costumed 
friends. FREE; skating and skate rentals are 
pay-as-you-go. delawareriverwaterfront.com

JANUARY 10
Science History Institute, Stories of 
Science:  Last Bite of School Lunch,  
10 a.m. – 5 p.m.: See January 3 for details.

JANUARY 10-11
Franklin Square, “Bengo,” 5-7 p.m.:  
Play Ben Franklin-themed bingo to  
celebrate the Founding Father’s birthday. 
Cocktails available for sale. $5 per bingo card. 
historicphiladelphia.org. Proceeds benefit the 
management and operation of  
Franklin Square.

JANUARY 16
Museum of the American Revolution,  
The Declaration’s Journey in Concert, 
5:30-8:30 p.m.: This concert showcases  
250 years of leadership and music throughout 
American history with storytelling and song. 
$35. amrevmuseum.org

JANUARY 17
Science History Institute, Stories of 
Science:  Last Bite of School Lunch,  
10 a.m. – 5 p.m.: See January 3 for details.
Fireman’s Hall Museum, Firstival, 11 
a.m. -  1 p.m.: Celebrate the First Volunteer 
Fire Company as part of 52 Weeks of Firsts, 
recognizing 250 years of Philadelphia firsts 
in freedom, innovation and fun. Enjoy fun 
and games for the whole family and learn 
the story of the first fire company from Once 
Upon A Nation Storytellers. See p. 2 for more 
information about 52 Weeks of Firsts. FREE. 
52firstsphilly.com

JANUARY 18
Independence Blue Cross RiverRink 
Winterfest, Storytime in the Lodge & 
Character Skate, 2-4 p.m.: See January 4  
for details.

JANUARY 17-19
Betsy Ross House & Franklin Square, 
Martin Luther King Jr. Service Weekend, 
regular site hours: Bring new scarves, hats 
and gloves to donate and get a free ride on the 
Parx Liberty Carousel or free admission to the 
Betsy Ross House. historicphiladelphia.org

JANUARY 19
Richard Allen Museum at Mother Bethel 
AME Church, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. Special hours and free 
admission to explore the rich history, artifacts 
and historical documents celebrating Black 
excellence. FREE. motherbethel.org

JANUARY 23
Science History Institute, Stories of 
Science:  Last Bite of School Lunch, 10 a.m. 
– 5 p.m.: See January 3 for details.

JANUARY 24
Franklin Square, Ice Princess Brunch,  
11 a.m. – 1 p.m.: Join your favorite princesses 
for singing, dancing, games and a delicious 
brunch inside Frosty’s Fireside Lodge Advance 
tickets required. historicphiladelphia.org
Franklin Square, Ice Princess Night, 
5-7 p.m.: Meet your favorite princesses, 
Elsa, Anna, Tiana plus Mirabel Madrigal, 
plus ice carving, activities and more. FREE. 
historicphiladelphia.org

JANUARY 30
Science History Institute, Stories of 
Science:  Last Bite of School Lunch, 10 a.m. 
– 5 p.m.: See January 3 for details.

FEBRUARY 1
Betsy Ross House, Black History Month, 11 
a.m. – 4 p.m.: On Saturdays, meet a different 
historical figure, such as James Forten, Ona 
Judge, Bishop Richard Allen, and others. On 
Sundays, Once Upon A Nation Storytellers 
present short, interactive, little-known stories 
highlighting the contributions of Black men 
and women in our nation’s early years. FREE.  
historicphiladelphia.org
Independence Blue Cross RiverRink 
Winterfest, Storytime in the Lodge & 
Character Skate, 2-4 p.m.: See January 4  
for details.

FEBRUARY 6
Science History Institute, Wine, Roses, 
and Chocolate: How Romance and Science 
Work Together to Sweeten the Dark Days 
of February, 5-8 p.m.: Join a master flavorist, 
an essential oil specialist, and a chemist of 
wine as they uncover the unseen molecular 
world of these romantic favorites and the 
science that delivers them. Enjoy artisan 
chocolates from Shane Confectionery and 
sample perfumes from Venus Invictus.  
FREE. sciencehistory.org

FEBRUARY 6
Franklin Square, “Bengo,” 5-7 p.m.:  
Play Ben Franklin-themed bingo inside 
the Frosty’s Fireside Lodge heated tent 
with cocktails available for sale. Continues 
Fridays through February. $5 per bingo card. 
historicphiladelphia.org. Proceeds benefit  
the management and operation of  
Franklin Square.
FEBRUARY 7
Museum of the American Revolution, 
Forum on Racial Understanding, 1-3:30 
p.m.: This year’s theme, Still on the Journey: 
Upward & Onward, will draw connections 
between Black History Month and the special 
exhibit, The Declaration’s Journey. FREE; 
registration required. amrevmuseum.org

FEBRUARY 7-8
Betsy Ross House, Black History Month, 
11 a.m. – 4 p.m.: See February 1 for details.

FEBRUARY 13
Franklin Square, “Bengo,” 5-7 p.m.:  
See February 6 for details.

FEBRUARY 13-14
Betsy Ross House, Tipsy History:  A Love 
Story, Tours at 6 p.m., 7 p.m. & 8 p.m.: 
Hear a love story for the ages when you meet 
a young Betsy Ross just after her elopement 
with husband John. The program continues 
in the House with a special, love-themed 
tour and a handcrafted cocktail. Guests must 
be 21 or older. Tickets are $25 in advance at  
historicphiladelphia.org

FEBRUARY 14
Franklin Square, Chilly Philly Mini 
Golf with LOVE Date Night, 6-7 p.m.: 
Special Valentine’s treats for couples with 
mini golf tickets. Advance tickets required. 
historicphiladelphia.org

Independence Blue Cross RiverRink 
Winterfest, Valentine’s Sweetheart 
Skate, 7-11 p.m.: Bring your Valentine, best 
friend or treat yourself and make magical 
winter memories in one of Philly’s most 
scenic spots. For ticket information see 
delawareriverwaterfront.com

FEBRUARY 14-15
Betsy Ross House, Black History Month, 
11 a.m. – 4 p.m.: See February 1 for details.
Franklin Square, Presidents’ Day Quizzo, 
5-7 p.m.: The Franklin Square Quiz Master 
will be on hand to test Presidential trivia 
skills. FREE. historicphiladelphia.org

WINTER 2026 Celebrating America’s  
250thAnniversaryJAN 1 - MARCH 31



FEBRUARY 20
Franklin Square, “Bengo,” 5-7 p.m.: 
 See February 6 for details.

FEBRUARY 21
Franklin Square, Lunar New Year Celebration, 
5-7 p.m.: Celebrate the Year of the Snake with the Philly 
Suns Lion Dancers, crafts for children with the Asian 
Arts Initiative, red envelope surprise giveaways and a 
dumpling workshop. FREE.  historicphiladelphia.org 

FEBRUARY 21-22
Betsy Ross House, Black History Month,  
11 a.m. – 4 p.m.: See February 1 for details.

FEBRUARY 27
Franklin Square, “Bengo,” 5-7 p.m.:  
See February 6 for details.

FEBRUARY 28
Betsy Ross House, Black History Month, 
11 a.m. – 4 p.m.: See February 1 for details.

MARCH 1
Independence Blue Cross RiverRink Winterfest, 
Storytime in the Lodge & Character Skate, 2-4 p.m.:  
See January 4 for details.

MARCH 13-14
Christ Church Burial Ground, Brew ‘n’ History, 
5 p.m.: Stroll through the sacred ground where five signers 
of the Declaration and countless early American patriots 
rest. Explore their lives, their public legacies, personal ties 
to the brewing industry and sample four beers at significant 
grave sites. Continues Fridays and Saturdays in March.  
$10 tour only; $15 with samples. Call (215) 922-1695 ext. 32  
for tickets

MARCH 19
Science History Institute, The Maternal Imprint, 
6-8 p.m.: Leading gender and science scholar Sarah S. 
Richardson charts the untold history of the idea that 
women’s health and behavior during pregnancy can have 
long-term effects on their children’s health and welfare.
FREE; register at sciencehistory.org

MARCH 20
Independence Seaport Museum,  
Seeking Profit and Power: 
Philadelphia, China Trade, and the 
Making of America, 10 a.m.: Catch the 
opening of this new exhibit celebrating 
America’s 250th birthday by examining 
the aftermath of the Revolution from an 
economic standpoint. It will look at the 
creation of trade protocols, building of 
trade alliances and tell the story of how 
early trade relations with China helped build America  
into a global economic power. Free with admission. 
phillyseaport.org

MARCH 20- 21
Christ Church Burial Ground, Brew ‘n’ History, 5 p.m.: 
See March 13 & 14 for details.

MARCH 27-28
Christ Church Burial Ground, Brew ‘n’ History, 5 p.m.: 
See March 13 & 14 for details.
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Arch Street Meeting House, Burial Ground & 
Private Tours, times vary: Among the 20,000 burials 
in the 320-year-old grounds is Samuel Nicholas, the first 
Commandant of the U.S. Marine Corps. Try to locate 
his memorial and check out other notable names from 
history. For private group tours of the meeting house visit 
HistoricASMH.org/tours
Independence Blue Cross RiverRink, Winterfest, 
11 a.m. – 11 p.m. daily through 3/1:
 Ice skate with spectacular views of the Delaware River, get 
cozy in a heated cabin or by a fire pit, enjoy boardwalk ride 
and games, plus delicious food and hot beverages. FREE; 
activities are pay-as-you-go.  delawareriverwaterfront.com

CELEBRATE WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH AT THE 
BETSY ROSS HOUSE
There’s no better place to honor Women’s History Month 
than at the Betsy Ross House, the only site in Historic 
Philadelphia dedicated to telling women’s stories. This 
March, the House will shine a spotlight on women who 
shaped history with special programs, storytelling, and 
interactive experiences.
Here’s a glimpse of what’s planned. For the latest details and 
ticket information, visit historicphiladelphia.org.
• �Saturdays are for storytelling! From 11 a.m. to 4 

p.m. each Saturday in March, Once Upon A Nation 
Storytellers will share fascinating tales of women 
whose courage and creativity changed history, stories 
you probably didn’t learn in school!

• �Sundays in March bring opportunities to meet 
remarkable women from the past. Enjoy free 
programs featuring 18th-century businesswomen, 
abolitionists, and suffragists. Learn about their lives and 
bring your questions!

The Betsy Ross House is open daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
in March. Meet Betsy herself in her upholstery shop 
and explore the House on a self-guided or audio tour.
Plan your visit and celebrate the women who helped shape 
our nation at  historicphiladelphia.org.

BE SURE TO VISIT THE NATIONAL 
CONSTITUTION CENTER!
Coming Soon: New Permanent Gallery on 
America’s Founding
On February 13, 2026, the National Constitution 
Center opens America’s Founding, a dynamic, 
interactive exploration of the American Revolution 
and the creation of the U.S. Constitution. The 
gallery takes visitors on a journey from the colonies’ 
growing tensions with Great Britain to the drafting, 
ratification, and adoption of the Bill of Rights. 
The Center is offering discounted admission as 
construction continues on the gallery through 
mid-February. Beginning February 13, updated 
admission pricing will be in effect: 
• �Adults: $24.95 on site; $19.95 online
•�Youth (6–18): $1.95 on site; $14.95 online
Learn more at constitutioncenter.org/coming-soon

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY
Monday, January 19 | 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Honor Martin Luther King Jr.’s lifelong dedication 
to justice, equality, and service for the greater good 
with free admission and special programming all 
weekend long. Free admission.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
February 2026 | Wednesday – Sunday,  
10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Honor the achievements and rich heritage of 
African Americans and the impact their stories have 
had on constitutional history.

PRESIDENTS DAY
Monday, February 16, 2026 | 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Celebrate Presidents Day with free admission 
and programming exploring Article II of the 
Constitution, the role of the executive branch,  
and the individuals who have held the office of  
the president throughout American history.  
Free admission.

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH
March 2026 | Wednesday – Sunday, 
 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
During March, the Center recognizes extraordinary 
American women throughout the nation’s history 
with special programs and programming for the 
whole family. Visit constitutioncenter.org for the 
most up-to-date schedule of programs. 

SENSORY-FRIENDLY DAYS
January 25, 2026, February 22, 2026, March 29, 
2026 | 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Times: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Visitors with sensory-processing challenges can 
experience the National Constitution Center in a 
secure and comfortable environment that includes 
modified programming and emotionally safe spaces 
with sensory objects, comfortable seating, and cool 
blue lighting. 

The National Constitution Center is open 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednesday through Sunday.  For 
more information, visit constitutioncenter.org

VISIT INDEPENDENCE HALLVISIT INDEPENDENCE HALL
Each day at Independence Hall begins  
with an open house from 9 to 9:50 a.m. 

 – no tickets required

If you prefer a guided tour, reserve a ticket  
at recreation.gov for times between 10 a.m. 

 and 4:30 p.m. A $1 ticket handling fee applies.

Note that Independence Hall is closed for 
preservation projects through January 28, 

2026. For more information, go to nps.gov/inde.nps.gov/inde.

WINTER IN FRANKLIN SQUARE SPARKLES 
THROUGH FEBRUARY 28
Franklin Square sparkles this winter with fun for all ages! 
The free Electrical Spectacle Light Show lights up the 
night with hundreds of thousands of twinkling lights set 
to winter music.
Cozy around fire pits with hot drinks (spiked for 
adults) and try Street Curling or Chilly Philly Mini 
Golf, which turns into Philly Mini Golf With Love 
in February. Stop by Frosty’s Fireside Lodge for 
handcrafted cocktails and seasonal treats.
Don’t miss special events like Boozy Ben’s Birthday 
“Bengo” (Jan. 10–11, plus Fridays in Feb.), Ice Princess 
Night (Jan. 24), LOVE Date Night Mini Golf (Feb. 
14), Presidents’ Day Quizzo (Feb. 14–15), and Lunar 
New Year (Feb. 21). See Historic District Happenings 
for details. Plus, enjoy the Parx Liberty Carousel, 
SquareBurger, Chilly Philly Mini Golf , and playgrounds … 
winter fun for everyone!

KICK OFF 52 WEEKS OF 
FIRSTS WITH WINTER 
FIRSTIVALS!
Philadelphia launches 
52 Weeks of Firsts this 
January, celebrating the city’s 
groundbreaking moments with 
lively Saturday Firstivals 
across the city.
From America’s first hot air balloon flight at The 
Athenaeum (Jan. 3) to the first flower show at the 
Convention Center (Mar. 7), each weekend spotlights 
a different Philly original, including the first Girl 
Scout cookie sale, first AME congregation, first 
Mummers Parade, and more.
Each free Firstival runs Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m., featuring live entertainment, Once Upon A Nation 
storytellers, family fun, giveaways, and the unveiling of 
a #1 sculpture marking that week’s milestone.
Come see where innovation took off, barriers broke, 
and traditions began because in Philly, history isn’t just 
remembered, it’s celebrated first. Find the full schedule 
at 52firstsphilly.com and follow @52firstsphilly on 
Instagram for weekly highlights.



 
 

 
 

Arch Street Friends  
Meeting House (E3) 
320 Arch Street 
(215) 627-2667
Closed; burial ground & outdoor  
exhibits are accessible
historicasmh.org

Betsy Ross House (F3) 
239 Arch Street
(215) 629-4026 (x500)
Wed. – Mon. 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.  
through 2/28; daily from 3/1
historicphiladelphia.org

Carpenters’ Hall (E5) 
320 Chestnut Street 
(215) 925-0167
Wed. – Sun. 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. through 2/28; 
Tues. – Sun. 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. from 3/1
carpentershall.org

Christ Church Philadelphia (F4) 
2nd Street above Market Street
(215) 922-1695 
Mon. – Sat. 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.;  
Sun. 11:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
christchurchphila.org

Christ Church Burial  
Ground (D3) 
5th & Arch streets
(215) 922-1695 
Daily 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
christchurchphila.org

Congress Hall (C5) 
6th & Chestnut streets
(215) 597-2305 
Daily 9:15 a.m. – 4:15 p.m.  
Programs every 30 minutes
nps.gov/inde

Elfreth’s Alley Museum (F2) 
124-126 Elfreth’s Alley
(267) 457-4159 
Fri. – Sun. 12-4 p.m.
elfrethsalley.org;  
elfrethsalley.org/audio tour 

Federal Reserve Bank (B2)
10 N. Independence Mall, West
(215) 574-6000
philadelphiafed.org

Free Quaker Meeting House (C3)  
500 Arch Street, (215) 597-2305  
Closed 
nps.gov/inde

Franklin Court Printing Office (E4)  
320-322 Market Street
(215) 597-2305
Sat. & Sun. 10 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
nps.gov/inde 

Franklin Square (C1) 
6th & Race streets
(215) 629-4026 (x400)
Thurs. – Sun. 10 a.m. – 7 p.m.  
& holiday Mondays 
historicphiladelphia.org 

Independence Hall (C5)
Chestnut Street between 
5th & 6th streets
(215) 597-2305 
Closed through 1/28/2026
Daily 9 a.m. – 4:20 p.m.;  
Tickets required after 10 a.m.
recreation.gov

Old City Hall (D5)
5th & Chestnut streets
Daily 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
(215) 597-2305
nps.gov/inde

Physick House (E8) 
321 South 4th Street
(215)925-7866
Sat. 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.; Sun. 12-3 p.m.  
(tours on the hour)
philalandmarks.org 

Powel House (E7) 
244 South 3rd Street
(215) 627-0364
Sat. 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.; Sun. 12-3 p.m.  
(tours on the hour)
philalandmarks.org 

President’s House Site (C4) 
555 Market Street
(215) 597-2305
Daily 7 a.m. – 10 p.m.
nps.gov/inde

Science History Institute (E5)
315 Chestnut Street
(215) 925-2222 
Wed. – Fri. 12 – 5 p.m.;  
Sat. & Sun. 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
sciencehistory.org  

American Philosophical 
Society Museum (D6) 
104 South 5th Street
(215) 440-3400 
Thurs. – Sun. 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
amphilsoc.org

African American Museum  
in Philadelphia (B3)
7th & Arch streets
(215) 574-0380
Thurs. – Sun. 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
aampmuseum.org 

Benjamin Franklin Museum  
in Franklin Court (E4)
Enter from Chestnut Street between 
3rd and 4th streets
(215) 597-2305
Daily, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
nps.gov/inde

Fireman’s Hall Museum (F2) 
147 North 2nd Street
(215) 923-1438
Tues.-Sat. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
firemanshallmuseum.org

Independence Seaport Museum (H6)
211 Columbus Blvd.
(215)413-8655
Daily 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
phillyseaport.org 

Liberty Bell Center (C4)
526 Market Street
(215) 597-2305
Daily 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
nps.gov/inde

Mother Bethel AME Church & 
Richard Allen Museum (C9)
419 6th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19147
(215) 925-0616
 Wed. – Fri. 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.; Sat. 9 a.m. – 5 
p.m.; Museum First Saturday of each month 
10 a.m. – 3 p.m. (free in February); Sun. 11 
a.m. – 1 p.m.  
motherbethel.org

Museum of the American  
Revolution (E5)
101 South 3rd Street
(215) 253-6731
Daily 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
amrevmuseum.org

Museum of Illusions (D4)
401 Market Street 
(267) 703-2270
Sun-Thurs- 10 a.m. -8 p.m.;  
Fri- Sa. 10 a.m. – 9 p.m.
moiphilly.co 

National Constitution Center (D3)
525 Arch Street
(215) 409-6700
Wed. – Sun. 10 a.m. -  5 p.m.
constitutioncenter.org

National Liberty Museum (E5)
321 Chestnut Street
(215) 925-2800
Thurs. – Mon. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
libertymuseum.org

Weitzman National Museum of 
American Jewish History (D4) 
101 South Independence Mall East
(215) 923-3811
Fri. – Sun. 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
theweitzman.org

Independence Visitor Center (C4) 
6th & Market streets
(800) 537-7676
Daily 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
phlvisitorcenter.com

SquareBurger (C1) 
Franklin Square, 6th & Race streets
(215) 629-4026
12 p.m. to closing of Franklin Square;  
see hours above
historicphiladelphia.org

U.S. Mint (D2) 
151 North Independence Mall East
(215) 408-0114
Mon. – Fri. 9 a.m. – 4:30
usmint.gov 
 
For the most current hours and information 
about Independence National Historical Park, 
stop in the Independence Visitor Center or 
visit nps.gov/inde
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Independence LibraryIndependence Library

Weitzman

Cherry Street Cherry Street 
PierPier

AdventureAdventure
AquariumAquarium

& Battleship & Battleship 
New JerseyNew Jersey

Spruce Street Spruce Street 
Harbor ParkHarbor Park

Blue Cross Blue Cross 
RiverRink RiverRink 

SummerfestSummerfest

Jewelers’ Row 
District

City Hall
Broad & MarketBroad & Market
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