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FRANKLIN SQUARE’S HISTORIC FOUNTAIN MAKES HISTORY AGAIN 

Historic Philadelphia, Inc. Announces New Fountain Show for 2019 
 

PHILADELPHIA, October 9, 2018 – Historic Philadelphia, Inc., the non-profit organization that 

manages and operates Franklin Square, announced today the renovation of the historic fountain 

to create a new Fountain Show including music, lights, and dancing water with different shows 

performing daytime and 

nighttime. The 180-year-old 

fountain is the oldest refurbished 

and functioning public water 

fountain in the United States, and is 

the longest surviving fountain in 

one of William Penn’s original five 

squares in Philadelphia. The 

Franklin Square Fountain Show 

is set to debut in Summer 2019. 

 

The Franklin Square Fountain will dazzle with a new water show maintaining the Fountain’s historic 

character while enhancing it with spectacular choreographed light and water. Fountain jets will dance 

magically with lighting and music that celebrates the rich diversity of Philadelphia. Guests visiting the 

park day or night will enjoy choreographed “shows,” creating another reason to visit Franklin Square. 

The new free attraction will showcase the historic fountain’s beauty while bringing a fun new addition 

for visitors. All new waterworks will be installed, as will all new LED lighting to enhance the fountain’s 

static beauty in addition to being utilized during the presentations. There will be five different types of  
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water effects incorporated into the design: air-powered nozzles, geysers, swivels, three-axis fan nozzles, 

and variojets. All of the new additions will serve to enhance and modernize the infrastructure of the 

fountain, ensuring its longevity for generations to come. The project’s total cost is $2 million. 

 

History of Franklin Square and the Fountain 

Franklin Square, measuring approximately seven and a half acres, is one of William Penn’s five original 

squares in the design of the city, dating back to 1682. Originally called “North East Publick Square,” 

Franklin Square was renamed in honor of Benjamin Franklin in 1825. Over the years, it has been used as 

a cattle pasture, a horse and cattle market, burial ground, magazine (storage) for ammunition powder, a 

drill and parade ground for the American military during the War of 1812, and finally, a city park. In 

1837, the city made Franklin Square into a public park and an elegant fountain was constructed at its 

center. The fountain was restored in 1976 for the City’s Bicentennial celebration, but shortly thereafter 

the park fell into disrepair. In 1915, the Square was placed under the care and management of the 

Fairmount Park Commission, now part of Philadelphia Parks and Recreation. In 2005, Historic 

Philadelphia, Inc. received the rights to renovate and manage Franklin Square as an outdoor recreational 

and heritage site. Plans were developed for the Square to retain its intended character as a relaxing green 

space in the center of the city that began as William Penn’s “Green Countrie Towne,” while adding 

attractions and other elements to draw local residents, employees of neighborhood businesses, and 

visitors alike.  

 

The Franklin Square Fountain was originally built in 

1838 after City Council passed a resolution in 1837 

calling for a fountain of “grand dimensions,” and was 

the centerpiece to the Square in the late 19th century. 

In 2006, Historic Philadelphia, Inc. restored the 

fountain for the first time in thirty years, renovating the 

vintage marble and surrounding wrought iron fence. 

After the upcoming project, the historic marble and 

fence original to 1838 will remain.  

 

Amy Needle, President and CEO of Historic Philadelphia, Inc. said, “Historic Philadelphia, Inc. 

wanted to preserve the Franklin Square’s historic fountain while making it even more spectacular for 
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residents and visitors alike. The fountain has always been the centerpiece of the Square. We feature it all 

year long during events such as the Electrical Spectacle Holiday Light Show with a giant kite and key to 

the Philadelphia Chinese Lantern Festival when it is encircled with handmade lighted sculptures. The 

Franklin Square Fountain Show is another free offering entertaining our visitors both day and night.”  

 

The Fountain will be surrounded by a protective construction fence and a decorative scrim that 

celebrates the history of the Fountain during construction. Construction will take place through the end 

of October, when the fence will be removed to decorate for the Franklin Square Holiday Festival which 

takes place from November 15 – December 31. Following the conclusion of the Holiday Festival, the 

fence and construction will return from January until summer 2019 when the new Fountain Show is 

expected to debut. Fall fun will continue in Franklin Square with no interruption to programming: 

Spooky Mini Golf, new Bark-or-Treat Trail, Pumpkin Patch, and Trick-or-Treat Trail will fill the 

calendar throughout October. (For the full fall and winter schedule of shows and programs in Franklin 

Square, visit the online press room at http://bit.ly/FSPressKit.)  

 

The Franklin Square Fountain Show is designed by Fluidity Design Consultants. Founded in 2002, 

Fluidity Design Consultants is a leading edge, Los Angeles-based water feature design and engineering 

firm with an international practice. Fluidity’s work has been recognized for its creativity and design 

excellence through numerous awards, competition successes, publications and speaking engagements. 

The firm collaborates with many of the world’s most respected architects, landscape architects, 

institutions, and developers in the realization of water features for many kinds of significant and 

delightful places.  

 

The general contractor is Bittenbender Construction, LP. Project management provided by Dan Bosin 

Associates. The fountain integrator is Outside the Lines. 

 

Financial assistance for the Franklin Square Fountain Show is provided by the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania, Honorable Tom Wolf, Governor. Other funders and partners are are Board of Directors of 

City Trusts, City of Philadelphia, Joanna McNeil Lewis and The Joanna McNeil Trust, Philadelphia 

Parks and Recreation, Philadelphia Fountain Society, Tour De Shore Children’s Foundation and William 

Penn Foundation. 

 

http://bit.ly/FSPressKit
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About Franklin Square 

The seven-and-a-half acre Franklin Square offers four seasons of fun in one of the city’s most charming 

historic parks filled with expansive lawns and shady trees. Steps away from the Liberty Bell, in one of 

William Penn’s original five squares, award-winning Franklin Square features Philly Mini Golf, one of 

the country’s oldest public fountains, playgrounds, the Parx Liberty Carousel, and SquareBurger, 

operated by Cooperage. After a day of experiencing the treasures of Philadelphia’s history, putt through 

some of the city’s most famous icons, take a ride on hometown racehorse heroes Afleet Alex or Smarty 

Jones aboard the carousel, enjoy a rest next to the refreshing fountain, and dine on the finest burgers and 

shakes in town. Awarded one of the Five Coolest Playgrounds in the United States by Yahoo! and 

declared Best of Style 2013 by Philadelphia Style for “Philly’s Best Photo Op” and in 2017 for “Family 

Bonding.” In addition, Franklin Square was named by the Philadelphia Area Concierge Association as 

“Best Family-Friendly Venue” in 2016, and is featured in the book 100 Things To Do In Philadelphia 

Before You Die. The Travel Channel also declared Philly Mini Golf as one of the 13 Best Mini Golf 

Courses in the Country in 2018.   

 

Franklin Square is an initiative of Historic Philadelphia, Inc. (HPI).  HPI makes our nation’s history 

relevant and real through interpretation, interaction, and education, strengthening Greater Philadelphia’s 

role as the destination to experience American history. Historic Philadelphia, Inc.’s programs include the 

Betsy Ross House, Once Upon A Nation storytelling and immersive walking tours, and Franklin Square. 

For more information, (215) 629-4026 or visit www.historicphiladelphia.org. Follow HPI at 

twitter.com/HistoricPhilly and twitter.com/FranklinSqr, on Facebook at http://on.fb.me/HistoricPhila or 

http://on.fb.me/FranklinSquare, or on Instagram instagram.com/historicphilly.  

 
Photo by Jeff Fusco for Historic Philadelphia, Inc.  
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